2o8      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGK
Augustine had to express regret that he hud spoken with some hesitation of the damnation of unbaptized infants. The sufferings of animals are a necessary part of the beautiful machinery «»f the universe ; M. Nourisson is driven to qualify his remarks on this point us * des mots vides de ru-a^, ou meme des sophismes pernicieux.1 Ami when Evodius asks why God gave free will, sinee it is the source of half the evil of the universe, Angus. tine is no less optimistic. The universe vuniU have been sadly imperfect without the present c ««t' free will. In a word,* there is no mystery whatever about the world. It reflects the wisdom and the love of God on every feature. H is just suvh a world as we should expect to find on the Christian theory of the divine nature.
In thus basing his argument so largely on tree will, Augustine was undoubtedly running emmtcr to the position he was to take up in later year-., It was fortunate for him that he had completed his task of explaining moral evil to the Manicheair. before he began to reduce the human will to ;ia automaton in his opposition to the Pelagians, In these earlier years 'grace' is rarely noticed in his writings, and then is only conceived vaguely as an additional force, a kind of moral luxury. The